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Isaac Josiah Clarkson Guy was born Dec 25" AD 1837 in
the little town of Washington Wayne County Indiana. When
about one year old his father moved to Miami County
Indiana and took up 80 acres of Government land, about one
and one half miles north of the river Eel where young
Isaac’s mother died when he was about 5 years old. His
father about a year later moved back to the little town of
Washington where he remarried a Mrs. Martha Jones. About
one year later he concluded to return again to his home in
Miami County where two of his older sons and two
daughters were. Before moving from Miami County he had
deeded his farm to his two sons John and James and is
Washington town property he deeded to his youngest son
Isaac, who was then about 7 years old. Isaac was then to
live with his oldest brother in Nobles, Hamilton County,
Indiana where he attended school in the winter. In the
spring his oldest brother concluded that young Isaac was to
incorrigible for him to mange so a gentleman there had a
load of furs and hides that was to take to Lagro in Wabash
County Indiana so he employed to take young Isaac back to
his father again in Miami County where he lived with his
father. His father died when he was about 9 years old
leaving young Isaac homeless. He had a married sister and
were all poor and struggling for existence but young Isaac’s
sister Elizabeth took care of him and his brother in law
David Martindale was appointed his guardian but exercised
no authority over his whereabouts but whipped him
unmercifully if he did not promptly do his bidding. He had
no especial home was some times with his brother John and
sometimes with his brother James and sometimes with his
sister Elizabeth, who kind to him but his brother in law was
very cruel to him beating and hitting him almost daily. He
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stayed mostly with his sister Elizabeth and went to district
school about 3 months of the year seldom getting to school
until near 10 o clock in the morning as had carry fodder
from the fields in his arms to feed the cattle which took him
quite a good while, but he learned very quickly, studying his
lessons by log fire of nights as his brother in law would not
allow him a candle to see by. At the age of 17 he went
back to Wayne County where is mother’s sister was living
and where he taught his first school. After returning to
Miami County, he went to work at the carpenters trade one
summer but taking a school each winter. In 1858 his Jane
was married and her and her husband decided to go to Iowa,
which was being settled up. After assisting his brother in
law in getting a log house built on his claim in Green
County Iowa. He in company with Henry Charlton, a cousin,
who accompanied them to Iowa started on foot for Des
Moines a distance of 75 miles, 25 of which was wholly
uninhabited. Arriving in Des Moines, he sought and obtained
work at carpentering with a contractor by the name of Tom
White. Winter coming he obtained a boarding place with
Wilshire Conner formerly of Miami County, Indiana. During
that winter and spring there was great contest going, over the
organization of the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. So
he took passage on the stage as there was no railroad then
west of Iowa City, which the Capital of lowa, arriving in
Council Bluffs after a 4 days and nights drive over the
sparsely settled prairies of Iowa. He took stage for Omabha,
Nebraska, where he obtained work at carpentering, but as
soon as he had earned money enough to pay his passage on
board a steamer. He started for Leavenworth, Kansas
arriving at the pier in Leavenworth safely. The landing
being vacant, with exception of a drummer for a hotel. He
placed his trunk on board a dray and started for a hotel
looking back after arriving at the hotel which was only one






